




 

 

May 24, 2019 

 

Dear Charter School Accountability Committee, 

 

 The Odyssey Charter School Education Association (OCSEA) is writing this letter in 

support of Odyssey Charter School, in particular the staff, students, and families. The school has 

an amazing record of success in the areas of enrollment, academics, Greek programming, and 

school leadership. OCSEA strongly stands by the mission and vision of this outstanding K-12 

school. OCS has our unwavering support. 

 

 In January 2019, the OCSEA offered a collective vote of no confidence in current School 

Board members Josiah Wolcott, George Hantzandreou, Michael Kirifides, and Michael Klezaras. 

We respectfully asked for their resignation not due to any bias or dislike against a group or 

individual, but out of love for our school, our community, and most importantly, our students. 

Not only were we ignored, we were told it meant nothing.  

 

The concerns were clearly spelled out as follows: 

 increasing distrust in certain board members (as members of a private, fraternal 

organization essentially making all decisions for a public charter school) 

 continued and blatant lack of transparency 

 the failure to put in place practices that would prevent improprieties or the appearance of 

improprieties concerning hiring an AHEPAN or financially benefiting AHEPA-affiliated 

projects 

 the Point of Order and resulting recall of the ¾ super majority bylaw amendment 

 the restructuring to a dual-headed leadership model after stating restructuring would not 

occur 

 the proposal of a possible 3-headed leadership model 

 an inadequate and questionable hiring process  

 limiting the opportunity for public comment at board meetings 

 lack of thorough consideration of opposing points of view 

 the inability to communicate a clear vision for future growth and success of our school 

 

 Since January, our concerns have continued to increase and now include 

misappropriation of funds, gender inequality issues when voting on or choosing the majority of 

board members, actions inconsistent with fiduciary duties, and major violations of the school’s 

conflict of interest policy.  

 

 For the record, OCSEA has no interest in changing the mission and vision of our school. 

We want to see it continue to be a success presently and in the foreseeable future. We are, 

however, asking the Board to change the Bylaws so that AHEPA members no longer represent a 

majority. We request a configuration that is more representative of the school community and its 

stakeholders. While we appreciate the contributions made by AHEPA in the creation and support 

of OCS, we believe an AHEPA majority or AHEPA-appointed majority is no longer in the best 

interest of the school.  



 

 We stand by ALL staff and, most importantly, our students. Every decision we have 

made as an Association has been in the best interest of the over 1800 children that enter the doors 

of Odyssey Charter School each day. Decisions being made now impact the lives of hundreds of 

families of those students and our staff. We ask that you please consider the concerns presented 

in this letter when completing the formal review process.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Odyssey Charter School Education Association 

 

 
 



From: Kelly A. Roberts, Esquire
To: infocso
Subject: Odyssey Charter School
Date: Thursday, May 30, 2019 9:36:51 AM

I am writing to add my opinion regarding Odyssey Charter School's renewal and formal
review. I have been a parent at OCS for 5 years with two children currently attending and a
3rd enrolled for K next year.  For the most part I have been happy with the school. Its teachers
are caring and are able to provide an excellent education to their students.  That being said, I
am not happy with the schools  board and their questionable decisions,  Lack of transparency
and what appears to be private interests. Although our students exceed academically I can only
imagine how much more could be accomplished if our board was comprised of people who
had Odyssey's interests solely at heart.

I am grateful for AHEPAs role in starting this school and their continued support. I believe
this private organization truly wants Odyssey to not only succeed but to also expand and grow
into what could be described as a global campus. However, I feel that their desire to grow and
expand together with the majority they hold over OCS's board creates a HUGE conflict. In
their attempt to achieve AHEPAs goals they have squandered thousands of dollars of money
that belonged to and should have been invested in Odyssey.

If OCS was a private school then maybe these decisions would not be questioned. However,
OCS is NOT a private school and the DOE needs to take decisive action now to prevent future
issues. The current board and their decisions do not reflect the OCS community. The
achievements and academic success of this school is not due to our board, but rather inspite of
it. Our teachers, parents and students have made this school what it is. I am asking the you
help us continue on this path of excellence by demanding the return of the 108k "loaned" to
Ithika, removal of current board members that have violated DE regulations, demand a new
make up of the board that would be 3-3-3. OCS's recommendation of simply recusing AHEPA
members when voting in certain situations will not be enough. Anyone with any background
in law knows how easy it would be to get around this clause. 

Sincerely,

Kelly Robert's
OCS parent
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: Kelly A. Roberts, Esquire
To: infocso
Subject: Public comment on OCS formal review
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 11:10:07 AM

I attached a list of questions and comments that I would love answers to with regards to OCS
and the formal review
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